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Promoting the safe enjoyment of aviation for
pilots, aircraft builders and enthusiasts.
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Our Vision

Welcoming owners and pilots
of all types of aircraft including
ultra-light, amateur-built,
certified and other types of
aircraft.

Connecting members through
regular meetings, monthly
newsletters, our website, social
media, BBQ's and fly-outs.

Exchanging knowledge and
information about flying and
flight safety, and aircraft
construction and maintenance
vio meeting presentations,
newsletters and other events.

Sharing and enjoying real-
world flying adventures.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

February 2026 BRIAN VASSUER

FANTASTIC FEBRUARY!

February has turned into a FANTASTIC
month for flying. My concern with a warm
winter is the unbearable west wind that
brings the warm air. This time it has been
nothing but almost perfect flying days.

In addition to flying my Zenair, | have had theopportunity to fly a few other
planes including a Seneca. The Seneca is turbocharged and it's always exciting
about 1000 feet down the runway when the turbos kick in and the plane just
leaps into the air. This one is very well equipped and I'm looking forward to
delivering it to the customer in BC later this month.

The other advantage to the warm weather is that I've been able to do some
maintenance that | didn't think | would get to until April or May. The flap motor on
my Zenair seized up and after reviewing the plans | realized there would be no
easy way to work on it. The flap motor is made up of a 1960's/1970's Delco GM
power window motor and quarter gear welded onto bracket that bolts to the
flap tube. The good news is that these are very popular and easy to find locally.
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The bad news is that it is changed out by climbing through the access hatch on
the bottom of the plane which is about two feet back from where the motor is
bolted. The access hatch is 18" x 9" while  am 21" x 12"

This meant working without a coat, bent over sideways and using only one
hand. In the end it took about 4 hours to remove the broken one and 6 hours to
install the new one.

Stu helped hold some of the bolts on the outside of the fuselage but this was
mostly a one person job. The new one does work perfectly though and I'm
hoping to get another thirty years out of it.

| had another close encounter when flying a few days ago and it reinforces that
we all need to implement some type of ADSB surveillance.

| was departing Olds/DIdsbury and flying East between Carstairs and Crossfield,
south of Bishell's airfield, at 4500 feet. It was extremely busy airspace with all the
practice areas full and some transitioning aircraft. | was on 123.2 but monitoring
126.7 when | heard a plane broadcasting on 126.7 that they would be flying over
Carstairs airport and they were at my altitude, about 5 miles back.



| immediately advised | was crossing Highway 2A and asked them where they
were. They advised they had just crossed the highway and were on the west side.
Since | wasn't sure what highway they meant | descended hard to 4000 feet and
then spotted them pass off my left and high. If | had stayed at my altitude we
probably would have missed by a mile but that's a bit too close when the other
aircraft isn't in sight.

One last thing | got to do this month was to join COPA 14 Springbank Flight with a
tour of the new Mount Royal University hangar. This is a much better facility than
their previous space and has some very nice amenities. There are a few

boardrooms, some well equipped briefing rooms and some great areas for the
staff. They also have two simulator rooms and a new ALSIM which is a very high
quality training SIM. They currently have more than 200 students with more than
150 active. MRU students are enrolled in a Diploma or Degree program so they will
be doing flying as well as classroom as part of their program. All the instructors
wear dress shirts, black pants and shoes and look professional. That really sets
the expectation for what level the students need to perform to.

Brian



Skywriter Update

Newsletter Editor GREG LABINE
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Unpredictable!

\ It never ceases to amaze me how
unpredictable the weather is where we live.
| hope everyone is getting a chance to get
out there and enjoy this incredible weather,
doing all the things you normally can’t do in
the usually frozen month of February. Wow!
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This issue I'm featuring a great article submitted by Troy Branch. The size of
the article, and the number of spectacular pictures he included, allowed me
to use it as the sole article this issue. It's a good read check it out.

Troy is not only a great pilot but also an efficient builder of many aircraft over
the years. This would include multiple Van’s RV aircraft, a Just SuperStol and
a Carbon Cub.

The picture below is from an “Open Hangar” day he hosted at his house back
in October of 2013, while building his SuperStol. | was fortunate to visit and
see his build in progress. The workmanship was impeccable.

Our next meeting is Wednesday, February 11 at 19:00 at the Hangar
Museum.
Greg. 6



By Troy Branch

In 2024 we were asked by some friends in Atlanta if we were
interested in making a trip to Alaska. A group flight is
always fun so why not. We would be the rest stop for them
until we left for the last part of the journey north.

We did not have a lot of time as our house sitter had conflicting plans, but we
were going anyway. When you have horses, dogs, chickens and such, we can't
just leave, it takes planning. The other 2 RV10’s arrived on Wednesday, and we
took Thursday to do our last prep for the trip. We had booked hotels in January,
and it looked like the weather might just allow us to use them.

Friday Morning was a calm and clear day, a perfect start. We took off from our
place and went down to High River to fill up. Next stop from there would be
Dawson Creek. We flew in loose formation through Calgary and made our way
north. The forecast showed strong winds that would decrease near Ft Nelson and
then turn into showers heading towards Watson Lake.




We were soon descending into Dawson Creek, and the wind was over 30kts on
the ground. We hit the top of the belts a few times from turbulence on the
approach and landed without much trouble. We all filled the tanks and had a
snack. The plan was Ft Nelson and possibly push on to Watson Lake if the
weadther looked reasonable.

Once at altitude the air was smooth again and we were on our way to Ft Nelson.
Wind started to die down, and we passed through a few showers. The decision
was to continue to Watson Lake. There was a TFR near Toad River, so we stayed
north and did not follow the VFR route. The clouds started to fill in, and showers
started. As we neared Watson Lake there were many cells creating heavy rain,
so we had to work our way around them. Another aircraft was just coming up
through the trench and said that Watson lake was fine so we knew we would get
in. After passing the last shower we set up for landing.

This is when the decision for a go no go gets interesting. There is no XM weather,
no radar, just one metar from Watson Lake to Whitehorse and you have the GFA.
You can't file IFR as the route is too high and is in icing conditions. The only real
choice is to go for a look and stay low. If we could continue to go around the
cells and see through the smaller ones it would likely be fine. There was one
shower just west of Watson Lake and the decision was that if we could get

around it and see what was ahead, we would make a final decision.
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Off we went and we soon passed the rain shower. Got into the VFR route and just
plugged along in loose formation down the valleys. Visibility was great, Ceilings
were just below the peaks and the shower never got to heavy. Not long we saw
two Canadair coming down the valley below us. | chatted with them on
conditions, and we then knew we could get to Whitehorse.

& .
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Not long after we reached the first gravel runway which was Pine Lake, it gave us
our first easy out. During each turn | made sure everyone was comfortable to
keep going. The nest runway was Teslin. The weather was a bit worse in that
area. We flew over the airport then continued up the lake. At the north end of the
lake, the clouds looked like they got quite low but we went for a look.

Sure enough, they were blocking the valley north but we needed to make a left
turn through a pass and that was clear. Not long after we reached the last
corner and set up to land in Whitehorse. They gave us the runway, and we all

landed and back tracked together. 9



Not often you fly 2 hours in rain in the mountains with reasonable visibility and
ceilings, the planes got a good wash. Summer weather was over as we stepped
into a cold wind and rain. Planes got tied down and we got a shuttle to the hotel.
The next day had much the same weather, so we planned to stay a second
night. We ended up renting bikes and toured all over. Seeing the dam, fish
ladder and a ride up to Long Lake.

Sunday, we woke up to mostly sunny skies. We had trouble the day before
reaching customs in Northway by phone. They had issues with their phones.
Most would get approval to land in Tok for fuel and clear customs in Anchorage.
What we learned was that was for American Pilots only. So, to our benefit,
customs would come to Northway to clear us all as we had one Canadian
plane.

The next trouble for the morning was trying to get the pumps working. After
about 4 tries | got the pump to work and | filled everyone up, as we were going
to be late for customs if everyone had the same trouble. We all got a

transponder code from Whitehorse ground, and we were on our way to Alaska!
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We weaved our way over the Alaska highway northwest bound. We stayed
below the mountain tops just for the scenery. Some scattered clouds above and
some scattered clouds below us on the route but the air was nice and smooth.

As we crossed into Alaska you could clearly see the border from the cut line in
the trees. Many Alaska airports operate much like our Mandatory frequency
airports. It's normal for Canadian pilots but totally new for American pilots that
have never flown in Canada or Alaska. We were soon talking to Northway and
set up to land for customs.

Gavin and | were just down in the states touring Montanag, Idaho, Oregon and
Washington so customs had a picture of us from our last crossing. The clearing
was quick, and the officer was very friendly. Next stop was to be Gulkana for fuel.

The area was quite smoky as we climbed up to just below a scattered cloud
base. Not long after we saw Mt Sanford towering above the clouds as it is over
16000 ft tall. At first, we thought it was just a higher cloud layer until we realized it
was a very tall mountain! Gulkana was busy with lots of bush plane traffic. We
pulled up to the pumps to fill up and started touring. Next stop was to be
Anchorage with some glacier tours on the way.

The Tazlina
glacier looked like
a good start. We
flew over the west
shore of the lake
and made our
way up the
glacier. These
glaciers are very
wide with lots of
room to turn and
no place to land.
The crevasses
were huge, and
many filled with
bright blue
glacier melt.
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The air was smooth and the scenery was spectacular. Before reaching the top
of the glacier we turned around and headed back on the other side. After exiting
we turned west and passed many more glaciers on the way to Anchorage.

The plan was to land at the international and taxi over to Lake Hood to tour the
lake and go for lunch. It is only a class D airspace but there are many VFR
procedures that you must study before flying the area. We got cleared to land
on Runway 7 R with a massive taxi instruction. Getting a taxi instruction for an
unfamiliar airport while still on roll out is not the most fun thing to do. Soon we
were clicking our mike to open gates and having cars stop for us as we crossed
the roads. That part was very fun to do. We found a place to park, and it was
time to relax and explore the area.

There was lots of activity both on the water and on the gravel runway. It was a
perfect afternoon of plane watching. We had lunch at Lake Front Anchorage and
made sure we did not eat too much, making us tired as we had more flying to
do. It was back to the plane to load up and depart a different runway than we
landed on. This was the Lake Hood 2200 ft Gravel Runway. Last stop of the day
was Palmer for the night.

We took off north bound over the Knik arm at low level making our way east over
Wasilla and into Palmer. It was late evening now, but we had lots of daylight.
There were many planes flying everywhere enjoying the great weather. We
found a slot in the traffic pattern and landed in Palmer. 12



We took our time unpacking and making
sure the planes were ready for tomorrow.

Once tied down, we walked into town to find
our hotel. When we arrived, there was no one
- to be found but a sign on the desk to call
this number. We did that and each of us got
a room code. We never saw anyone. Weird.....

Next morning we woke up to cloudy weather
with rain in the forecast for the flight to
Soldotna. We filled up the planes and loaded
up for departure. The plan was to fly the Knik
Glacier before heading to Soldotna. The
weather was still good, and we made our
way well up the glacier. Lots of blue pools
and amazing views. The amazing part is that
all the glaciers are so low in elevation we
never flew very high.

After the tour we headed back towards Palmer and turned east for Anchorage.
Ceilings started to get lower and the rain started. We stayed out of all the
airspace and just kept our eyes out the window looking for all the traffic. ADSB
was a huge help as it clearly showed the other planes on our EFIS and we could
take action to avoid them.

As we flew over the
Turnagain arm the rain
got a bit heavier. Vis
was still reasonable. You
could see all the white
caps below, but the air
was smooth. Once
across we turn direct to
Soldotna. We cruised
down the Kenai
Peninsula and enjoyed
the mountain views on
our left.




Weather started to improve as we landed in Soldotna. The plan was a couple of
days of fishing Salmon on the Kenai River. It was now Monday, and we would
spend two nights in Soldotna as we had a room booked in Whitehorse for
Wednesday.

Gavin fished all afternoon into the evening learning the Alaska way to catch
salmon. By Tuesday he had figured it out and caught several that we put on ice.
The plan was to have them filleted and shipped home.

Wed morning, we woke up to an overcast sky with improving weather to the
east. We loaded up the plane for a solo trip back home. The air was smooth,
and we soon passed Anchorage and made our way to Gulkana for fuel. We
filled up and made our border crossing call to get our number from Canpass.

Typically, we get our transponder code from center but for some reason that
was not the case. We needed to get the code from flight services and the other
strange thing was our Forflight flight plan did not get into the system. We filed in
the air and got a transponder code. We did not need to talk to anyone after
that.

It wasn’t long and we were back in Canadian airspace following the Alaska
Highway. Jody and Gavin were both sleeping so | guess the scenery was
nothing special anymore.

We landed in Whitehorse and made our way to the hotel. There was still lots of
the day left so Gavin spent hours fishing the Yukon River and catching many
Greyling. As the day came to an end, | knew we would be in for a challenging
flying day tomorrow. The plan was for an early start.

We woke up to clear skies and planned to make a stop in Watson Lake to fill up
so we had more options with full tanks. With good weather we made more of a
direct route to Watson Lake. As we neared the destination, we could see a cloud
cover well below us and it was near the airport. | talked to unicom and it was
scattered 7500 over the field. Sure enough, as we arrived there was a big hole
over the airport. East and south of the airport had large cells and rain showers.
The turnaround needed to be quick to try and get around the storms before
they got too big.
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| filed a VFR flight plan on an IFR route as | really was not sure how this was
going to play out. | figured if | did that it would be less work to change it to an
IFR flight plan in the air. | was talking to flight services before we got airborne
and explained my plan. He could see lightning strikes on each side of our route,
but it looked like we could get through.

Once airborne we climbed to the east. The clouds were all at different levels
and there was no real clouds base. It was not long before | figured this was not
going to work VFR so | got the flight plan changed over with FSS to IFR. You don't
have long to make the change as you will go out of radio range with FSS and
you are too low to get center.

Minutes later | got the clearance. | was able to get 8000 east bound as 9000
was a bit too tight for the freezing levels and the lowest on the airway was 7100.
| then requested a deviation left and right of course to avoid the larger cells. |
got cleared for 5 miles on each side of course.

| have the diversity transponder so they could see us the entire time even if
there was no radio contact. | was told to contact center just outside of Fort
Nelson. We were in rain and in and out of cloud for about % hour then it turned
to smoke so thick we could not see the ground. It was close to an hour before
we could get in touch with Center. IFR and no one to talk to, it was an interesting

leg.

After we turned the corner at FT Nelson on the airway the smoke got better as
we went south to Dawson Creek. We flew the approach and landed in good
weather in Dawson Creek. We filled up and went inside for lunch. The radar
frommn Edmonton to Calgary looked terrible and the Taf's were not any better.
Based on timing it looked like Red Deer had decent weather for our arrival time,
so we flight planned IFR to there as a start.

We climbed out of Dawson Creek through a scattered layer to smooth air. The
first leg was direct to the Whitecourt VOR. As we flew along, the scattered
clouds started towering and filled in to more of a broken layer. We were in and
out of clouds most of the way to White court. | was watching the radar, and our
course would take us between some very large storms but the track to Red
Deer did not look good at all. Centre soon gave us a reroute for after Whitecourt
as they knew the current one would not work.
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The new route was to the Rocky Mountain House VOR which would keep us in
between the weather. With the vertical development increasing, | requested
lower which got us out of the clouds.

We got through the vertical development part of the weather and then had to
climb back up into the clouds because of the Minimum altitude for our route. By
this time, it looked like we could change our destination as there was a nice slot
right down to Springbank. The line of storms was south of Calgary to North of
Edmonton with no gaps.

We changed the destination with Center and made our way past Rocky
Mountain House. The air had gotten much smoother, and it was not so jarring in
the clouds. We got cleared for the Kipev Four arrival into Springbank. Just before
we got cleared for the approach, we broke out going down to the next assigned
altitude. We knew from there we could get home. | canceled IFR and made out
way direct for home.

As we looked down everything was flooded with standing water everywhere. The
next question was how soft our runway was going to be. | have great drainage so
there is never any standing water but was it going to be soft. | set up to land with
a planned go around. Let the mains touch and instantly knew it was fine. Rolled
out and taxied up to the hangar ramp. What a flight from Whitehorse. It was
good to be home, but the trip was much too short. Went into work on Friday and
then blasted off for Oshkosh solo Saturday for more IFR flying fun.
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First Saturday each month-
CEN3 Three Hills, AB. Fly- Coffee 9:00 to 12:00 noon.

Second Saturday each month-
CYXH Medicine Hat, AB. Fly-in Breakfast 8:00 to 12:00.

Third Saturday each month-
CEKG6 Flagstaff - Killam/Sedgewick, AB. Coffee and Treats by Shelly.

Third Saturday each month-
CEG4 Drumheller, AB. Coffee.

Fourth Saturday each month-
CEX3 Wetaskiwin, AB. Coffee 9:00 to 12:00

Fourth Saturday each month-
CFX6 Vulcan AB. Coffee

crufchnews@gmail.com




Buy and Sell

All things related to Aviation

t

Rotax 912 Exhaust kit fits UL & ULS engines. New, never used. Complete. $890

AlBaljak 403-708-0369 dolac9i@gmail.com

New Falcon ASI $375

New Falcon ASI P/N ASI1I80M-330-180 MPH, 3-1/8" (Aircraft Spruce part # 10-03000)
Operating range vinyl decals included (A/S Part# 10-03905) Still in the box, $375.

Bob Kirkby 403-512-9158 Bobk@skywalker.ca
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Airplane stuff $Various

Prop Spacer AVCOMM Headset Model No. SPOT Emergency Personal

"X 53/8" Last on AC-200PNR Tracking Device
a Continental 0- Good condition, Like New. Can be used in aircraft, boats,
200 with a three Asking $65.00 hunting etc. Ist generation.
blade Warp Drive Never been used. Requires a
prop. (Used) subscription. Asking $35.00
$35.00.

ACK -ELT Remote ACK 406 ELT Mounting Tray Pilot Knee Board
Panel Switch Part With straps (New). For notes/maps
# E-01-05. Asking $10.00 etc.
(Used) Asking $25.00

Asking $25.00

Barry Davis 403-463-2630 bdavisi@shaw.ca
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Cleaning out garage items

I've been cleaning out the garage and found these items. If anyone in the Club is
interested, the books and baffle plans are free. I'd like to get $100 for the tail
wheel (plus shipping).

Cheers.

i
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A couple of Books and Baffle 6" Matco tailwheel $100,
Plans for a VW Engine, Free. plus shipping.
Bernard Kespe Qualicum Beach, BC

(250) 752-7413 (Home) (250) 927-7419 (Cell)

Wanted:

1. Need someone with CAD experience to help me fine tune my panel
design in my RV6.

2. Looking for a used Attitude Indicator for Experimental.

Brian Vassuer 403-828-5281 brian@brianvasseur.com
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