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Richard Schmitt with three Border Collies powers up at St. Andrews, MB on the first leg of the return trip of
another CRUFC/Pilots & Paws Canada Rescue! See more about this rescue in Ken Beanlands’ article
“CAVU Dreams”. Photo by Sally Hull of Hulls Haven Border Collie Rescue.
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From the Cockpit

By Norm Vienneau

The Chestermere/Kirkby fly-in was on for Saturday but |
was going to another fly-in in my car, as the Buzzard
was still wingless and in my garage. The paint was on
the plane but it was still waiting to be trailerd to the
hanger so that final assembly could take place.

The weather for the morning of the fly-in was not the
best but it was flyable. Talking with Ken and he
mentioned that the puppy rescue flight to Winnipeg
would be postponed for a day due to bad weather in
Saskatchewan. Ken also reminded me that we had a
couple of Canada Flight Supplement (CFS) books that
would expire before our next meeting in September, so
a plan was hatched to give them away to the first two
pilots to arrive at the Kirkby flyln breakfast. Andy
Gustafson was the first in with C-IKEA and Jim followed
in his KitFox Model V. They each received a CFS. (Ed.
Note: The third CFS was donated to the dog rescue
efforts occurring that weekend... time constraints
prevented us from getting all the CFS’s we needed)

| was the second to arrive by car just after Ed
Wawzonek, although my quick feet got me to the
breakfast line first. Breakfast was good with pancakes
being grilled and sausages sizzled to perfection. | left
fairly early as | had planned to move my plane with Jim
Corner’s help. By the time | left another three or four
planes had landed and a small crowd was enjoying
breakfast and hanger flying.

The Buzzard is now in my hanger at Carstairs and | took
the wings and tail feathers off the KitFox to maximize
the room available for the Buzzard. For those that have
not heard, | picked up this KitFox project and will be
getting to work on it shortly. The motor on the KitFox is
a 582 Greyhead and | plan to decarbon and reseal that
motor for use in the Buzzard to get me in the air as
quickly as possible. | still have the 4 cylinder Suzuki
motor and that may end up in the Buzzard but for now, a
two-stroke engine will fill the bill.

There was still some things that | could have done on
the Buzzard in the garage but | figure Judy has been
patient enough and it was time to give her the garage

...
TR

IOk G I g

MURRAY’S AIRCRAFT REPAIR
(1980) LTD.

Box 5391 — High River, Alberta T1V 1M5

. _@4! Introducing the newest authorized
Phone: 403-64: Rotax 4 stroke service centre

June 2013

back. With the hail
season in Alberta it is
almost more important to
have a garage in the
summer than in the
winter. Now that the
Buzzard is out of the
garage, | gave the garage
floor that coat of paint |
had promised myself and
now the cars have their
home back.

Things still to complete
on the Buzzard are: tail

feather and wing
assembly, hang the
motor, run fuel lines,

connect electrical, put the
letters on and a bunch of
little things that will
probably take another 40
or 50 hrs. Time to get the
lists out. Hopefully | will
get in the air before the
next newsletter.

| also want to thank all
who attended the Burger
Roast/June meeting. We
served up about 70
burgers and | set the
budget at $120, which is
what we pay for hall rent.
Unfortunately by the time
| added condiments and
Romaine for the Caesar
salad cost was closer to
about $180. We collected
a similar amount through
donations for the
Freedom to fly Fund so |
think we can rate this one
as a success. Thanks to
Carl & Barb Foreman and
my wife, Judy for helping
with the cooking and a
great big thank to Bob
Kirby for hosting the
event and even letting us
use the fridge in the
hanger for storing some
drinks etc. Again a big
thanks you to everyone
who attended.

Till next time, good lies
and smooth skies

»
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CAVU Dreams

By Ken Beanlands

So, there | was about 90 miles southeast of Yorkton,
SK at 4500’ trying to punch a hole through the rain.
Suddenly, | felt a mild vibration through the airframe
that seemed to have a frequency of two or three
cycles per second. It didn’t feel like a control issue
and it was too slow for anything on the engine. Could
| be getting a low frequency flutter from the rain? |
took a look around the cabin and quickly realized
how stupid | was. Big Boy, one of the seven border
collies we had come to Winnipeg to rescue was
panting! | had forgotten all about him as he had been
a model passenger for the past two hours and my
concentration was firmly outside the cockpit, looking
for a break in the rain. | opened the window a crack
and after a minute or two the panting, and resulting
vibration ceased.

How did | end up over southern Saskatchewan with a
large border collie to keep me company? Well, it
started a couple of days before when | received an e-
mail from Gini Green of the Pilots N Paws Canada
organization. A group of 27 border collies had been
seized from a hoarder in Winnipeg. All but seven had
been rescued from the pound, but they were now
scheduled to be destroyed in five days! A rescue
group in Cremona, Alberta was willing to take them
all, but they had no transportation available.
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After reading about Bob Kirkby and Carl Foreman’s
adventure of relocating a pair of Brittany Spaniel
rescue dogs from Wyoming the month before, | was
pumped to help out. Unfortunately, the most | could
ever hope to fit in my little two-seat Christavia MK1
was two dogs. | sent the word out to all my flying
buddies to see if anyone else was available to help
on such short notice. Fortunately, a number of our
membership is either retired or self-employed and a
fellowship of four pilots and three planes formed up.
Glenn Bishell committed with his four-place Bush
Caddie and Richard Schmitt followed with his
Stinson 108-2. In addition, Reid Huzzey volunteered
to ride along and to provide accommodations in
Winnipeg through his sister, Patty. With as many as
seven dogs returning with us, an extra pair of hands
was welcome.

E-mails, texts and phone calls were flying around fast
and furiously as we tried to get everything lined up
for an early morning departure. We were planning to
leave Saturday, July 5™, overnight in Winnipeg and
then return on July 6™, again leaving as soon as it
was legal day. Fortunately, we all keep our planes at
Glenn’s airstrip, Carstairs/Bishell (CGB2), which
made the planning easier. The planning was
somewhat complicated by the fact that none of us
could fly at night and that the Bush Caddie has no
transponder. Before long, we had a flight plan drafted
which would take us through Lucky Lake, SK,
Yorkton, SK and on to St. Andrews, MB, a satellite
field north east of Winnipeg.

Next came the preparation of the airplanes to house
the pups for the 10-12 hour trip home. | had originally
planned to stack two dog crates where the rear seat
normally resides. After trying a number of iterations, |
decided that this simply wouldn’t work. Plan B was to
install the cargo liner behind the rear seat and
harness a dog or two back there. | had made the liner
when | built the plane, but had never fitted in. Instead,
I normally use a large duffel bag strapped to the floor
as a lighter, simpler solution. After about four hours
of work, the liner was in. | also had to build a box to
cover the rear control stick stub and the aileron
pulleys that sit above the floor on either side of the
rear seat. | built a strong box from 2 x 4 and plywood
and clamped it to the rear seat mounts. Once that
was all done, it looked like the larger of the two
crates | had might fit. Sure enough, it was a perfect,
tight fit.

By this time, Glenn had removed his rear seats and
discovered that the monster sized kennel he had
would fit easily and should be able to carry three of
the smaller border collies in relative comfort.

Richard came up with an ingenious idea. With no

crates readily available, he bought three Rubbermaid
bins large enough to house the medium sized dogs.
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Large holes were augured into the upper edge of the
bins for breathing and smaller holes were drilled
through the lid and upper lip of the bins so that they
could be secured with tie-wraps. With his rear and
front right seats removed, there was plenty of room
for the three improvised crates.

Finally, all was set. For some bureaucratic reason,
the dogs could only be picked up on Saturday, July
6" which meant that Sally Hull of the Hull’s Haven
Border Collie Rescue would have to board an
additional seven dogs as well as the 15 she had
already rescued from this group. The other five had
made it to a British Columbian rescue group earlier in
the week. Sally was okay with that so everything was
ago!

Unfortunately, Mother Nature had a different idea. An
intense line of thunderstorms stretched right across
our track through southern Saskatchewan and we
simply didn’t have enough daylight to go around the
system. We were already looking at 6-8 hours of
flying, depending on the winds, plus stops for fuel.
Saturday was scrubbed, but fortunately we were all
available for the trip the next day. It did allow me to
attend Bob Kirkby’s Fly-in Breakfast, even if | did
drive in to the event.

Sunday morning was beautiful and with the exception
of some lower cloud in around Regina, it was clear
right through to Winnipeg. At 5:45 AM, three sets of
wheels left the turf and we were on our way! The
winds aloft were forecasted to be from the west and
to be better the further up and
further east we went. Unfortunately,
Yorkton would not be available
Sunday due to weather. We decided
to head to Leader, SK and then
Regina with a final fuel stop in
Brandon. We had a pretty good
push at 9500° and made Leader in
1:45. After a quick fill-up we were on
our way again.

Regina was still reporting IFR
conditions under a broken
cumulous layer but was forecasted
to clear before we got there. Our
tailwind had risen considerably so
we started thinking about skipping
Regina and heading on to Brandon.
When we got near Regina, we
skirted their Class C airspace to the
north of the airport and had to drop
to about 1200’ AGL to avoid the
clouds. Unfortunately, our tailwind
faded away at that altitude and |
started to become concerned about
making Brandon. We did have a
couple of options in between, but

June 2013

nowhere that was guaranteed to have fuel available.
However, after about 45 minutes the broken layer
petered out to a scattered layer and we climbed
above it into a smooth 40 knot tailwind. Brandon was
now within reach. This leg was to be our longest of
the trip at 3.5 hours. With 4.5 hours’ worth of fuel in
the tank, this is about my limit.

On our way into Brandon, both Richard and | were
surprised to find a large, concrete airport about 15
miles west of Brandon. We both thought we had just
passed the airport when we were sure we had miles
to go. | eventually located the notation on the map
indicating that it was the abandoned Rivers airport.
Richard ended up calling Brandon to let them know
that he was now south east of what he thought was
Brandon instead of 15 miles west. The flight service
specialist was very understanding and explained that
it was a common mistake and that Richard was
exactly where he thought he was.

After a leisurely lunch at the “Yes Chinese Buffet” in
Brandon, we were off on the last and shortest leg of
the day. We planned to stay below 3000’ MSL on the
way into St. Andrews to avoid the Class C airspace.
Although it wasn’t required, | called Winnipeg
Terminal and was met with a very friendly reception
when | explained that it was our first time in the area.
We then continued on to the Oak Hammond VFR
route into St. Andrews. The St. Andrews controller
was equally friendly and extremely helpful providing
guidance all the way to our tie-downs. It really is
worth telling these guys that it’s your first time in the

The intrepid rescuers relax in Winnipeg with our hosts, Bob and Patty Meihm who
provided us with meals, ground transportation and a place to sleep!
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area when travelling to new airports.

We were met on the ground by Reid’s brother-in-law,
Bob Meihm and by a CBC television reporter. After
fueling up the planes and getting them all secured for
the night, we gave an interview and headed to Bob
and Patty’s for the night. Since we landed just after 4
PM, we had lots of time to visit with Reid’s family and
rehash the events of the day. They were great hosts
and put on an excellent steak dinner for us. They also
volunteered to get up at 3:30 the next morning to take
us to the airport. What great people!

We started getting a little stressed later that evening
when we couldn’t get in touch with Sally to confirm
our meeting time the next morning. At midnight, she
finally called. Somewhere along the way she had
gotten the impression that we were leaving at 8:00
AM with the dogs and had arranged with Global News
to film the loading and departure. We explained that
we were hoping to get in the air at around 5:30, both
to give us as much daylight as possible to operate in
and to provide the pups with the
smooth air of the morning. Sally
understood the logic in our plan
and agreed to meet us at 5 AM...
now less than 5 hours away.

With some breakfast and much
needed coffee under our belts, we
arrived just before 5 AM to find the
airport blanketed in a thin layer of
fog. We prepped the planes and
before too long, Sally and the dogs
arrived. Unfortunately, with
everything that had been going on
for the past couple of days, several
of them had been sick and had
“accidents” on the way. To be
honest, the best word to describe
them was SLIMEY!
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The crew loads up the first Border collie in Winnipeg. Photo by Bob Meihm

Richard loads up a dog in his ingenious, budget dog crate. Photo by Bob Meihm

Since the crate | had gave
the most room, | took the
largest male, named “Big
Boy” by the rescue. These
poor souls were all very
reluctant to leave the
crates in the van, but we
eventually had them all
loaded up for the flight.
With the fog still persisting,
I thought out loud that it
would be quite ironic if we
couldn’t leave until after 8
AM. | got a pretty dirty look
from Sally at that comment
©. Fortunately, by 6:30 we

were clear enough to go.

Our departure from St. Andrews was very pleasant
and uneventful with the sun playing with the pockets
of mist in the lower areas. We flew along the south
end of Lake Manitoba enjoying the cool, calm air. The
smell from the dogs that we were all a bit worried
about, turned out to be a non-issue. There was
enough airflow through each of the planes to keep
any smells at bay.

We talked to a Cirrus pilot on 126.7 MHz who was
also heading to Yorkton. He suggested that we angle
our track from west northwest to a more westerly
heading to avoid the showers ahead. We had been
warned by flight services that morning of a high level
wave along our path with some light showers
associated with it, but were told it was fairly isolated
and easy to avoid. With the help of the Cirrus’s XM
weather, we were able to avoid most of it and finally
passed through a hole in the showers as | described
at the beginning of this article.




At Yorkton we tried to get in touch with our contact in
Lucky Lake for fuel. Although we didn’t have the
tailwinds of the day before, we were still making out
okay with groundspeeds around 85-90 kts. As long as
this continued, then I’d have enough endurance make
Leader. There was another field just north of Lucky
Lake and a call to the number provided in the Flight
Supplement was successful in lining up fuel there if
we needed it.

By the time we left Yorkton, | think we were all getting
tired from rising at 3:30 AM, three days in a row. After
a few sloppy radio calls, the Yorkton/Regina radio
controller bid us adieu and good riddance! In fact,
this was our only “unfriendly” controller of the trip.
The rest were exceptional! | found that my decreasing
radio proficiency was an early indicator of fatigue. My
flying skills were still fine; | just couldn’t get my
tongue to work right. Unfortunately, with seven dogs
with us, we didn’t have much choice but to push on.

With favorable winds, we were able to make Leader in
just over three hours, where we filled up with cheap
100 LL (the cheapest on the trip at $1.75/litre) and
sandwiches made by Patty that morning! By now, the
forecasted rain had started in Calgary and along the
last half our final leg. We decided to stay along the
north edge of the system by following highway 9 to
Hanna, AB and see what the situation was there. It
also allowed us to avoid the hills and radio towers
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west of Drumheller. We finally decided that we were
not going to make it through and landed at a wet
Three Hills airport to wait it out. It was a short, 30
minute wait with both the Environment Canada radar
and my wife, Renée confirming that the rain was
dissipating and that Carstairs/Bishell was clear.

We saddled up for the last 30 miles and flew into rain.
We still had more than three miles visibility and about
3000’ worth of ceiling. The bright yellow canola fields
were really helpful in providing a horizon to fly by
even in the reduced visibility. Before long, Carstairs
was in sight. None of our landings were worth writing
home about as the wet windscreens played havoc
with depth perception, but we all arrived safely!

We were met there by Renée, Glenn’s wife Alice,
daughter Marilyn and granddaughter Erin and by
Cindy Swiney from the Alberta Herding Dog Rescue,
the new home for our wayward passengers. It took
about an hour to unload all the planes and to coax
the dogs out of their crates. Surprisingly, they were
now all relatively clean having somehow groomed
themselves through the 11 hours of travelling. All the
dogs were withdrawn and obviously frightened.
Glenn’s English collie, Chico came down to greet the
newcomers. Within a few seconds, he was able to put
the dogs at ease, something we couldn’t achieve
despite our valiant attempts.

‘Wgw Since Monday, the dogs have been enjoying

their new digs at the rescue. They will be




fostered out for a month or so with experienced dog
handlers to determine their attitudes and will then be
up for adoption. If anyone is interested in providing a
home to these great dogs, please contact Cindy
through the Alberta Herding Dog Rescue at
swineyc@xplornet.ca .

So, now for the numbers: The total distance covered
was 1340 nm. We spent a total of 15 hours in the air:
6.5 eastward and 8.5 heading home. We rescued
seven deserving border collies and had no additional
bodily fluids leak out of them. In fact, none of them
made a sound throughout the entire flight; even the
three sharing a crate together. We may have rescued
more than seven, as one is suspected to be pregnant.

We all had a great time on the trip. We met some
wonderful, hardworking volunteers along the way
and every time we explained what we were doing, we
were given a great reception. Patty and Bob were
fantastic hosts and extremely helpful providing us
with food and a place to crash for the night. Looking
back on it now, we were able to enjoy a great flying
adventure and do something worthwhile as well.
Does it get any better than that! I’'m already looking
forward to the next rescue!

»
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FOR SALE

1960 CESSNA 150 FOR SALE. 7780 TTSN
Running excellent.

Approx
Low oil

1260 SMOH

consumption. Nav / Com. Intercom. ELT.
Transponder. New ignition wiring harness. All new
engine hoses. 2010 full strip and new paint. All new
glass. All new exterior plastic. Seats and interior in
good condition. Oleo and Shimmy Dampener O/H’d.
Hangered and Flown. Great toy or time builder.
Hanger space may be available at Carstairs GCB2.
Contact Alex Fox $25,400.00 403-337-0126Subaru
(06/13)

EA81 Aircraft Engine For Sale. 100 HP. 2.2 to 1 belt
redrive by Reductions. Leburg electronic ignition. |
have a second Leburg ignition so it can be dualled.
Ran with Aeroconversions Aerocarb. Manuals for
everything. Stratus Stainless steel muffler and
exhaust. Custom rad with AN-20 fittings and braided
stainless hoses. Engine mount fits a Kitfox IV. Very
low hours. Please Contact Tim Vader at
vadert@shaw.ca or 403 620-3848

KR2 For Sale: NOT AN OLD FARTS AIRPLANE! Air
frame TT 30 hours. Engine Continental A 65/75
TSMOH 970, No Electrics, No Electronics $15,000.00
OBO. Glen Clarke 403-279-1036 clarkegk@telus.net
(11/11)%

Beanlands Aviation Ltd.

Portable Aircraft Maintenance Shop

Working from bases in Calgary & Bashaw.
Work done in the convenience of your own hanger.

Specialized tools to perform most repairs and annual
inspection tasks.
Fully insured.

Cell (403)921-2079, Work (403)295-2079
e-mail: Ken.Beanlands@BeanlandsAviation.com
Visit us at www.BeanlandsAviation.com
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FLYING EVENTS

WEEKLY Lethbridge, AB — The Lethbridge Sport
Flyers (COPA Flight 24) would like to invite you to our
weekly Saturday morning breakfast, 7:30 am, held at
Smitty's Pancake House, 2053 Magrath Dr. S. in
Lethbridge, Alberta. To contact us please call our
club President, Brian Wilson 403-345-6603 or send us
an email at Lethbridge-Sport-Flyers@telus.net.

MONTHLY First Thursday of every month High River
Airport (CEN4), AB — EAA Chapter 1410 Monthly
Meeting at the Dueck Hangar the 18:30hrs to
21:00hrs. Come by and visit! Please contact Paul
evenings at 403-271-5330 or eaahighriver@shaw.ca
or visit www.eaahighriver.org for more details.

July 19"-21%" Hinton, AB — The Hinton Flying Club /
Copa Flight 126 would like to invite all and any pilots
who would like to fly into Hinton Entrance and attend
this years Wild Mountain Music Festival. The date for
the Wild Mountain Music Festival located just north
of the Hinton Entrance airstrip. The music festival is
across from the runway where tickets can be
purchased. Their web site is,
www.wildmountainmusicfest.ca . We have lots of
camping space and club house for all to use. For
more information, please call Glen at 780-865-2871 or
Steve at 780-817-4820.

July 21° Vulcan, AB (CEX6) — Vulcan Flying Club
37th Annual Fly-in Breakfast, commencing at 0800 -
1100 being held in conjunction with Town's 100th
Anniversary celebrations. Fuel, controlled parking.
Co-ordinates Lat. N.50 24 17; Long. W.113 17 00. For
more information, please contact Norm Kristjansson
at 403-485-2791 or cfiwc@telus.net

July 27, Cavley, AB (CAJ7) — Joe English Memorial
Fly-In Pancake Breakfast from 8:00 - 10:00 and Lunch
from 11:00 - 13:00. Displays, Vintage Aircraft and
tours the Bomber Command Museum of Canada
(transportation provided). Under-wing camping
available on July 26 and 27. Accommodation also
available at Nanton and High River. 3 miles east of
Cayley and #2 intersection, 658 Avenue and 168
Street. Avgas available and no landing fees. For more
information, please contact the Bomber Command
Museum of Canada at 403-646-2270 or
office@bombercommandmuseum.ca
www.bombercommandmuseum.ca

July 28" Stettler, AB (CEJ3) — COPA Flight 135
Hawaiian Fly-in starts at 11:00 a.m. with hangar flying
& refreshments. Hawaiian food ceremony & meal
starts at noon. The menu includes an authentic
Hawaiian style Luau BBQ prepared by Henry
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Johnson, Cost: $12.00 per plate. Pull your loud
Hawaiian shirts out of the closet and put them to
good use! Grass skirts are definitely optional! Please
RSVP by July 22 to stettlerflyingclub@gmail.com
with your intention to attend. You may pull out with
no problem up to and including Wednesday, July 24,
but please notify us by e-mail if you decide you
cannot attend.

July 29" — August 4", Oshkosh, Wi (KOSH) — EAA
AirVenture... the world’s greatest aviation
celebration. Tjis year, the CRUFC is planning a group
flight to Oshkosh. If interested, please contact Stu
Simpson. For more information, see www.eaa.org.

August 5", Claresholm, AB (CEJ4) — Breakfast from
8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. Each aircraft's pilot in
command receives free breakfast voucher. 100LL
available. Rides available to town and/or Nanton
Bomber Command Museum where they will be
running the Lancaster (possibly all 4 engines). For
more information, please contact Murray Frame at
403-625-3782 or Jim Pedersen 403-625-3651.

August 11" Westlock, AB (CES4) — COPA Flight 139,
Fly/Drive Annual Fly-In Breakfast from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. Airspace closed at 11:15 a.m. for airshow.
Wing campers welcome. BBQ night before. For more
information please contact George at 780-349-1094

August 24" Rocky Mountain House, AB (CYRM) -
Fly-In Breakfast from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Cost $8
per person. For more information, please contact
Kurt Magnus at 403-845-5506.

September 2", Stettler, AB (CEJ3) — COPA Flight 135
Stettler Flying Club Annual Fly-In Breakfast Labour
Day Monday. All you can eat pancakes, eggs, ham &
sausages from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. For more
information, please see contact
stettlerflyingclub@gmail.com or visit
https://sites.google.com/site/stettlerflyingclub/

September 21%, Lethbridge, AB (CLJ3) — J3 Annual
Fly-In Breakfast from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
75x2600' grass strip. Marked power line on app RWY
25. 123.2 For more information, please contact Ron
Janzen at 403-330-6181.

September 22" Kindersley, SK_(CYKY) - Annual
Goose Festival Fly-In Breakfast. Sponsored by
Kindersley Flying Club and Kindersley Air Cadets.
Pancake and sausage breakfast from 0900 until 1130
held at the Municipal Airport. For more information,
please contact Monte Sheppard at 306-463-4647.

)
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